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REMARKS 

Claims 1-20 are pending in tbe application. Claims 1» II and 14 arc amended 
herein. Applicant respectfully requests reconsideraticm in view of the amendmrats and 
the following remarks, 
li Ctafm Amendments 

Claim 1 is amended berain in response to the objection in part 3 of the Office 
Action^ by replacing and" with provided iJiat**. 

Claims 1^11 and 14 arc amended herein by deleting Uxo ax^cotive ^'not'^. Deletion 
of this adjective is necessary for the claim to accurately reflect tlie invention. The 
relevant poition of Claim I now reads: 

a first predetermbted time, of a duration to enable a rercormect of 

the disconnected sime device (f the disconnected slave device is 

reconnected to the system btfore the measured lapsed time reaches the 

first predetermined time 
And the relevant portion of Claims 11 and 14 now read: 

a first predetermined time, of a duration to endbte a re^nnedof 

the disconnected stave device if reconnection of the disconnected slave 

device is detect^ l>efbre the metmtred elapsed time reaches Ae first 

predetermined time, 

2. Response to Objecdon under MPEP 714.04 

In part 2 of ^ Office Action, AppUcant*s amendment to independent Ctaims 1. 
11 and 14 in a previous Response is found non-conq)liant with MPEP 714.04. He 
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MPEP 714.04 objection arises because (allegedly) Ajpplicant did not discuss the novelty 
of fbe limitation; of a duration «iahlfe a reconnect of fte digconnected slave device, 

The Office Action on page 2 then analyzes tbe Maeda reference and asserts dsai 
Macda anticipates the amended limitation. Fir8t» Maeda is credtted wiQi detecttng a tune 
delqr T2. Second, Maeda*s T2+T3 is interpreted as antidpatinig '"a predetermined time 
that enables a leconnection of a device after (fae disconnection."* This analysis of Maeda 
is wholly inaccurate. 

a. I^eda's tfme period T2 is ssL a detected time dday* 

Contrazy to the Office Action analysis. Maeda does ngt detect a time delay T2 
indicative of time elapsed since disconnection of a slave device. Time delay T2 is simply 
a period of voltage decay in an R-C drcoit after disconnection^ during which period 
Maeda's system is incapable of detecting a disconnection because the vohc^e has not yet 
decayed to the ''Vol" level that indicates a disconnection. In Maeda, ctetectioo of 
disconnection is defined at time S06| aflsc T2 has elapsed. See Maeda, FIO. SC; col.8, hi. 
26-28* 

b. Maeda^s T2*FI3 Is not a predetermined time enabling reconnectton of 
a slave device. 

Contxaiy to fbe Office Action ana^is, Maeda does not teach or suggest a 
predetennined time T24-T3 for enablii^ leconnection of a discos^ TimeT2 
is an indefmite ded^r thne dependent on cable capacitance. Maeda, coL 8, in. 23-26. 
Time T3 is defined as ""time in vt^di the PC 102 can delete fbe driver for the device.** 
Clearly, Maeda provides T3 as a time interval for detering a device driver, not fior 
recomiBctmg a disconnected device as claimed by applicants. 
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c. The time duration enabling a reconnect Is a novel feature not taugjbit 
t^Maeda. 

The novelty of the limitation ''of a duration to enable a reconnect of fht 
disconnected slave device"' is now discussed. The ^^esent bventKm is chanictiraued by 
measuring '"die elapsed time since Oie detection of the disocmnec^ of die disconnected 
slave device"^ and not performing uninstallation until fte elapsed time exceeds a 
predeteraiined time period 

Consider a case where a slave device is accidentally disconnectod, and the 
uninstali ptocess is executed imme^ately after the disconnection. A user wisbmg to 
reconnect the slave device must cany out a time ccmsmning reinstall process. 

On the oQier hand« the present invention does not perform &e uninstall process 
immediately after detecting a disconnection of &e slave device. Instead, it peirfiMms Ihe 
uninstall process after a predetermined time period elapses after daiecfion of the 
disconnection ofthediaoonnectied slave devico. This feature is supported, fibr exanq^lc, in 
the CHaim 1 limitation that begins: timing conb^ Aooordii^, 
even if a slave device is disoormecfed by accident, the slave device can be made available 
again by singly reconnecting it widiin die predctennined time period. 

On the other band^ Maeda diffeis fiom the present invention in die object of 
measurement. Maeda relies <mfi>e different in voltage levels obtained 
in a connected state versus wheo die device is in a disccmnected state. Maeda determines 
diat the device is dificonnected when a measured voftage reaches die volt^ '^ol'' 
<d>tamed when die slave device is in a disconnected state. Subsequent to making this 
measurement. Maeda perfonns tfie uninstall process. Thns, the unfnutaTl process is 
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earned rot when Ibe measuxed vohage n^hes a value 

device. This is cleaify sem in Maeda, FIQ. 9, asul in tiie desci^tion pe^^ 

atcoU U,ln. 1-16. 

Maeda's steps S901 and S902 in FIG. 9 clearly indicate that the process executes 
uninsEtaUation of the slave device driver immediately Yqposi detecting a low voltage 
indicative of disconnection* te. a volts^e not greater than •*Vor* Maeda» col ll> In. I- 
16. Therefore, the iminBtallation may be carried out even when it is not desired, for , 
exanq)le, when the slave devioe is disconnected by accident Therein lies (he novel^. 

Maeda^s system is clearly not designed to allow reconnection after acddental 
disconnection widiout having to reinstall device driven. Note that Maeda's time T2 is on 
the Older of 2.5 ^ md that T3 is on the order of '^ZS ps*'. Maeda» coL8, faL 8-12 and 
31. These time intervals are clearly not selected with human factors in mind. The time 
required for a human to reconnect a disconnected device, ei&er by manqiulathig software 
or \fy physically reconnecting a device that accidentatty becomes unplugged^ is on &e 
order cr seconds orp^haps minutes or hours. 

The present invention, however, addresses diis human fitctoia problem directly. 
See Application at p. 14, ln.24 to p.lS, In. 23. One crnbodnnent of die present invention 
monitors a plurality of predetemuned uicreasing time intervals f^%mSiy^m ftat device 
drivera and rdated software m^ be partialiy uninstaUed in a oorteq;»nding ptuxality of 
stages* wherein each stage of partial uninstallation corresponds to an increasing level of 
complexity. See, e.g. paim 3, and Application at p.23» In. 13 to p.24* 1n.2S. In one 
embodurienc, the time period ofa is on the order of5 seconds, pis on tte order of 1 to 10 
minutes* and y is on the order of a hours or days. Application, p.23, bLl3 to p.24» hL2. 
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Moreover, if fecoiinection occurs before lapsing of one of tiic a, jJ, or y time periods, a 
partial rdxtstallation of driverfi and/or safbrarc is initiated at a tower level of conqdcxity . 
tbaa wDuIdbei^ttiiedbyafullinstaliation, Tins lualti^gei^^^troach based on buinan 
&ctor8 time periods ia not ta^t or sugge&ted 

3. Hespoitfie to Claim ReJectlonB 

In part 5 of ttie OfBce Action, Claims 1-3, 9-12, 14-15 and 19-20 stand iqected 
under 35 USC § 102(b) as being anticipated by EP O9O5608AI CMneda''). Tins rejection 
has been addressed above in section 2,c. To summarize, Maeda fidls to anticipate 
independent Claims I. 11 and 14, as amended^ because each of lliose claims recites an 
invention diat enables a disconnected slave device to be reconnected if rcconnection 
occurs before a piedeteanmned time period elapses after detection of disconneGtion. 
Because Maeda Ms to anticq)8te Ihia limitation, \i^h 

and 14. Maeda cannot form the basis for a rejection uncfer §102. Applicant tfierefote 
requests that Claims 1, 11 and 14 be anowed^ahmg with att claims dq>endingtii^^ 

In part 7 of aw Office Action. Claims 4, 6-8, 13, 16 and 18 stand rejected for 
obviousaess over Maeda in view of USP 5,862,393 CDa^). Since ea(A of Hasm claims 
dq>eDdafiomCbnml, 11 or M,^Ueant submits t&atfiieseiejertioQa are inoot in view 

of tin aOowabitity of ^ independent claims. 
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In view of all of fhe above, Ai>plicant respectfbUy urges aUowanoe of all claims. 
If ^acfc are any coacen^mih regard to &U cxr if the Examiner believes that 

a telephone inteiview will help fiirfher piosecutim of Ibe case» he is respectfuOy 
requested to contact ttie underaigned attomQr at the listed telq>hone number. 



I here^ certify that fliis correspondence is being Very truly yoiirs> 
transmitted via fecsimile to the XJSPTO fA 

S71-273-8S(W on Jnne 8, Z006- SNELL A WILMER Li.P, 



By:^ ShaffittFarflw 



Signature 



Dated: June 8, 2006 




Registration No. 2SM4 
600 Anton Boulevazd, Suite 1400 
Costa Mesa» California 92626-7689 
Telephone: (714)427-7420 
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